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231 YEARS OF SERVICE 


‘I bade TO SERVE OUR COUNTRY AND KEEP IT FREE’ 


“Rebecca Droke/Post-Gazette 


Jack Steverson, 9, of Baldwin Borough watches the Veterans Day Parade on Saturday along Liberty Avenue in Downtown Pittsburgh. 
Jack says he wants to serve in the Marines or Air Force when he grows up. 


‘I see so much war’ 


Veterans group helps heal psychological wounds of service 


Second of two parts. For 
several months, Diana Nel- 
son Jones has been listening 
to the stories of war veterans 
over coffee, at their work- 
places, in lunch booths and 
at gatherings of the Veterans 
Breakfast Club. Each one 
carries grief and pain from 
their service, each trying to 
reconcile with it, trying to 
heal from the trauma that 
underpins each day. 


By Diana Nelson Jones 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


An electronic image of the 
American flag waves on a 
pull-down screen at the Vin- 
tage Center in East Liberty as 
men and women file in for a 
gathering of the Veterans 
Breakfast Club. 

Some wear ball caps 
stitched with the words Viet- 
nam, Korea, World War II, 


Army, Navy, Marines. A few 
have served in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. It is a community 
of listening that meets in a va- 
riety of locations. 

Dave Cavanaugh and Todd 
DePastino started the club in 
2008. Mr. Cavanaugh had been 
volunteering on veterans’ bus 
trips and realized how badly 
vets needed to talk to each 
other. Mr. DePastino, the exec- 
utive director, used to teach 


history at Waynesburg 
University and Penn State 
Beaver. 

“T taught the Tet offensive,” 
he said. “Then I met George 
[Haught], who fought in Hue 
City [Vietnam]. All these sto- 
ries have seeped into me. To 
see these guys and realize how 
resilient they are has changed 
my life.” 


SEE VETERANS, PAGE A-8 


State lottery 
bets on internet 
for needed 


infusion of cash 


By Gary Rotstein 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Something unprecedented in 
the 45-year history of the Pennsyl- 
vania Lottery occurred last year: A 
drop of more than $100 million in 
sales, which stood just above $4 bil- 
lion. 

Not coincidentally, it’s now do- 
ing something else for the first 
time: Preparing to let people play 
its games online. 

Just as comprehensive gam- 
bling legislation enacted last 
month enables casinos to begin of- 
fering their games over the inter- 
net to obtain new revenue — espe- 
cially targeting nontraditional, 
technology-oriented younger play- 
ers — the bill authorized the Penn- 
sylvania Lottery to do the same 
with its non-casino games. Lottery 
officials successfully sought to fol- 
low on the heels of others in Michi- 
gan, Delaware, Illinois, Georgia 
and Kentucky that have used the 
internet to bolster sales. 

By some time in the spring, the 
lottery expects to let people set up 
accounts and use their computers 
or mobile devices to play many of 


“iwi,” 


Pam Panchak/Post-Gazette 


an orangutan, hangs out on the ropes at the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium on Thursday in 


Highland Park. The zoo was removed from a Species Survival Plan for orangutans when it left the 
Associaton of Zoos and Aquariums in 2015. 


Zoo kicked out of conservation programs 


SEE LOTTERY, PAGE A-9 


Elephant dispute 
led to facility leaving 
zoo association 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Although the Pittsburgh Zoo 
& PPG Aquarium said nothing 
about it at the time, the zoo had 
to close its king penguin exhibit 
two years ago and temporarily 


close its river otter exhibit be- 
cause the zoo left the country’s 
largest zoological association in 
a dispute over how it cares for 
its elephants. 

Leaving the 93-year-old Asso- 
ciation of Zoos and Aquariums 
— which represents 235 institu- 
tions, including almost every 
major zoo in the country except 
Pittsburgh — in 2015 led to some 
obvious impacts right away, in- 
cluding the closure of the zoo’s 
Sea Turtle Second Chance pro- 


gram, losing a $5,000 grant for a 
playground and state grants, 
and zoo members’ loss of free, 
reciprocal visits to other AZA 
ZOOS. 

But another little-discussed 
side effect was that the Pitts- 
burgh Zoo could no longer be an 
automatic member of some Spe- 
cies Survival Plan programs — 
a step that led to losing the king 
penguins and river otter. 


‘Trump 
says Putin 
sincere in 
denial of 


meddling 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Jill Colvin 
Associated Press 


HANOI, Vietnam — Days before 
returning home from a whirlwind 
trip to Asia, President Donald Trump 
was back on the defensive over Rus- 
sian election meddling, saying he con- 
siders President Vladimir Putin’s de- 
nials sincere, dismissing former U.S. 
intelligence officials as “political 
hacks” and accusing Democrats of 
trying to sabotage relations between 
the two countries. 

Speaking to reporters aboard Air 
Force One, Mr. Trump said Mr. Putin 
had again vehemently insisted — this 
time on the sidelines of an economic 
summit in Vietnam — that Moscow 
had not interfered in the 2016 U.S. 
elections. Mr. Trump declined to say 
whether he believed Mr. Putin, but he 
made clear he wasn’t interested in 
dwelling on the issue. 

“He said he absolutely did not med- 
dle in our election. He did not do what 
they are saying he did,” Mr. Trump 
said as he traveled to Hanoi, the sec- 
ond-to-last stop ofhis Asia trip. 

“Every time he sees me, he said: ‘I 
didn’t do that.’ And I believe —I really 
believe — that when he tells me that, 
he means it,” Mr. Trump said. He 
called the accusation an “artificial 
barrier” erected by Democrats — 


SEE TRUMP, PAGE A-4 


Republicans 
choose Saccone 
as nominee to 


replace Murphy 


By Chris Potter 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


One half of the ballot in the special 
election to replace former U.S. Rep. 
Tim Murphy in the 18th District is 
set: After two rounds of voting, Re- 
publicans chose state Rep. Rick Sac- 
cone of Elizabeth as their nominee for 
the March 13 contest. 

“We got to rile up the base” to sup- 
port President Donald Trump’s 
agenda, Mr. Saccone told over 200 
“conferees” gathered Saturday morn- 
ing at the Southpointe Golf Club. 

Afterward, he told reporters that 
advancing Mr. Trump’s agenda — on 
issues like increasing military invest- 
ment, lowering taxes, thwarting gun 
regulations and ending abortion 
— was a top priority. “People expect 
us to fight for it and defend it, and I 
will,” he said. 

Mr. Saccone, 59, is a pro-gun con- 
servative. Since being elected to the 
state House in 2010, he has proposed 
bills to expand gun rights, limit abor- 
tion and to advance a culturally con- 
servative agenda that includes post- 
ing “In God we Trust” at public 
schools. 

He triumphed over a field that, at 
the start of the day, featured three 


SEE ZOO, PAGE A-10 
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Willie Trejbal & Helena Bizon 


Online today 


Subscribe to PG Feed, our afternoon 
newsletter, at post-gazette.com/pgfeed 
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AOMA, 


EXHIBITORS 
FROM 17 
STATES!!! 


Hey Kids, Visit with 


Unique Gemstone Jewelry| | Santa & Mrs. Claus 


Wappinger Falls, NY 


IN 


Santa's Hours: Fri, 11-2, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-4 
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